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Syntax part 1: verbal markers in AAE

Part of knowing a word involves knowing how to use it in sentences. As explained _.:.ﬁrm
preceding chapter, speakers of AAE use some of the same words that occur in other varie-
ties of English, but they may use them with different meanings. Ir addition, these words
must occur in specific environments in a sentence. For example, the verbal marker be can
precede wards from any grammatical class such asverb Q‘w& computer be crashing), adjec-
tive (Those compuiers be light) and preposition (Her computer be im her carry on bag). On the

E:m_.:m:n_,?m...m&m__._.Wmlnm;mznm:o=_<nﬂmnmn_m<m_&:._.§cn_gvozwinzgmm&m
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Jesus is mine;
Jesus is ming;
Everywhere I go,
Everywhere T be,
Tesus is mine.

[from & gospel song]

introduction

"The preceding chapter charucterizes a part of the system of AAE, the lexical composnent.
F continuing to put the pleces together to form a complete picture of the AAE systern
in this chapter, I present 4 description of verbal markers and try to make explicit how
they fit into the syntactic component. Many of the weil-known features of AAE are
from the syntuctic component of the language system, that part of the system: that deals
with the way words are put together to form sentences. In many cases, words in AAE
that are identical or quite similar in pronunciation to words in other varieties of English
are used differently and may combine with other words in sentences in different ways.
Speakers of mainsiream English identify the AAE uses as being different from general
English, and they labe! them as ungrammatical uses of English that make African
Americans sound unintelligent.
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Some of the defining syntactic features of AAE ave argued to coincide with syntactic
features of other varieties of English such as Southern States English in the United
States and Hiberno English in Ireland, for example. In general, there is validity to
this claim, especially if we are simply comparing a list of features from. each dialect
of English, such as the following: the marker dan is used in AAE and in Southem
States English, and the verbal marker be is used in AAE and in Hiberno English.
But in making these comparisons, it is important to move beyond Hsting superficial
similarities between AAE and other varieties to testing whether elements such as
the verbal markers don and be exhibit the same patterns in AAE and these other
varieties. ’ ,

One well established syntactic feature of AAE is the use of the verbal marker be
to signal the habitual occurrénce of an event.! The feature is very common and has
been used to show how AAE differs from other varieties of English, and it has also
been nsed as the topic of jokes 4nd derogatory remarks about AAE and its speakers.
_Ironically, this beis often uséd incorrectly by the same people who try to show that what
is taken as AAE is illogical speech. Also, misleading characterizations of the verbal
marker were given in newspaper and magazine articles written during discugsions
about the Oakland Ebonics case in 1597. In an article in The New Yorker, Louis
Menand explains that be is used “to indicate a habitual condition, as in ‘Johnny be
gocd,” meaning ‘Johnny is a good person”™ (p. 5). The definition that Mepand gives is
correct, but the characterization, in particular the explanation of the example, mnoﬁaam.
Tittle insight intc the mezning indicated by be. In simple terms, it is unlikely that the
meaning of Johnny be good is “Johany is a good perscn.’ In spite of the inaccurate
representations, this be is used quite sysiematically in AAE in sentences such as those in
the focal point and in the gospel song by Donnie McClerkin referenced at the beginning
of this chapter. In the song, “everywhere I be” refers to different places T go or usuelly
am, such as home, work, the mall, gas station, school, grocery store, vacation, dentist’s
office, basketball games, conferences, church, etc. So the verbal marker be is quite
effective in this song in that it helps to convey the contrast between humans and Jesus.
Hurnans never stay in the same place and they are always changing, but Jesus is
constant. i

Although sentences with the verbal marker ke adhere to rules of AAE, they are
not acceptable as school or professional language. This is one of the reasons why it is

important to get the meaning, use and syntactic environment of the verbal marker right.
For instance, if a teacher is concerned with providing accurate mainstream English
correspondences for sentences in which AAE speakers use be, then it is useful to
know the correct properties of the verbal marker. Specific rules govern the systematic’
ocenrrence of words and phrases in AAE es they do in other languages and dialects.

This chapter discusses the properties of auxiliaries and verbal markers such as be,
don and steady. It explains that auxiliaries in AAE are used in the ways in which they are
used in mainstream (and other varieties of) English. In addition, it gives a description
of the use of verbal markers, which separates AAE and mainstream (as well as other
varieties of ) English.
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Auxiliaries

Auxiliary verbs have, de, be and modals such’ as willtwould, shalllshould, canjeould
and may/might will be the focus of this section, Auxiliary be refers to the forms is, am,
are, was and were and is distinguished from the verbal marker be highlighted in the
introduction to this chapter, Specific properties that will be explaived and illustrated

in the next three subsections differentiate auxiliary verbs from main verbs such as eat,
run and rub,

General deseription of auxiliaries

Paradigms are used to set up chart-like structures that wilf be kelpful in exhibiting the
patterns that ocour with verb forms. These paradigms are especially nseful in that they
list the zuxiliaries that occur in AAE, reflect the type of verb forms that occur in the
sequences and show the ‘agresment’ patterns that are used, In addition the paradigms
incinde data that represent a range of auxiiaries, and this makes it possibie to show
how auxiliaries listed at the beginning of section 2.2 pattern similarly.

Verbal paradigms®

Present tense

Person, Present
number
1st, 2nd, 3rd
sg, pl

Emphatic affirmation Negative

eat, run, rub - DO eat, run, rub don’t eat, run, rub

a. Past tense

Past

Emphatic affirmation Negative
ate, ran, rubbed

DID eat, run, rub din (didn’t) eat, run; rub
a’. Past tense

Negative
. ain(’t) eat/ate, run/ran,
) rub/rubbed
b, Preterite had
Preterite had (Past)
had ate, ran, nibbed

Emphafic affirmation Negative

a. Future tense
Future

Emphatic affirmation Negative
"a eat, run, rub

WILL eat, run, rub won't eat, run, rub
{reduced wilf (*a) attaches to the Ppreceding pronoun, as in g, she’a)

b, Future tense

Person, Future ‘Emphatic affirmation Negative
number .
Ist sg. T'ma eat - Tain't gon/ P'm not gon

2nd, 3rd sg, pl.  gon eat , ain't gon/not gon
(Note: There are also vatiations such as 7 ‘m gonnall'monna and you gonna.y

3y Verbal markers in AAE

(4) a Present progressive (prog) (auxiliary be)

Person,
number
1st 8g.

1st pl, 2nd sg, pl,
3rd sg, pl
3nd sg neuter

(4) b, Present copula be

Pres prog
{'m eating
we, you

she, they eating
it's growing

3

Person, Present ;
number - .
st mm ’ T'm tail
lstpl, 2nd sg, pl  we, you,
3rd sg, pl she, they
3rd sg neuter it’s tall

6] Past progressive
Person, Past prog
number
1st, 2nd, 3rd was eating
sz, pl

(6y Future progressive
Future prog
"a be eating

%) Present perfect (pexf)

Person,
number
1st, 2nd, 3rd

5g, pl

) Past perfect
Past perf

Present pexf

ate, ran, rubbed

‘had ate, ran, rubbed

(9 Present perfect progressive
Person, Present perf prog’
Number )
1st, 2nd, 3rd been eating

sg, pl

Emphatic affirmation

I AM eating

IS eating
It 1S eating

Emphatic affirmation

TAMtall

ItIs

Emphatic affirmation

WAS ealing

Emphatic affirmation
WILL be-eating

Emphatic affirmation

HAVE ate, ran, rubbed

Emphatic affirmation
HAD ate, ran, rubbed

m\m

HAVE been eating

‘Emphatic affirmation

Negative

I'm not/
I ain{’t) eafing

ain{’t}/not eating

it’s not growing

it ain(’t) eating -

Negative

.H.E not tallf
I ain’t tall

ain(’t)mot tall

it's not tall/
it ain(’t) tall

Negative
wadn't (wasn’t)

gating

Negative
won('() be eating

meﬁ?c

ain(’ty/haven’t
" ate,ran,
Tubbed

Negative
hadn’t ate, ran,
rubbed

Negative

ain{’ ty/haven't
been eating
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Past perfect progressive

Past perf prog Emphatic affirmation  Negative

had been eating "HAD been eting hadn’t been-eating
Modal perfect
Modal perfect Emphatic affirmation Negative

should’a been eating - shouldn’a been eating

(’a in Paradigm (11) may correspond to a reduced form of have.)

The paradigms in {1-11) are similar to conjugations in general American English;
however, there are some differences, which will be described here. These paradigms
are representative examples of the elements that constitute the AAE suxiliary system.
The first, second and third person singular and plural are given, and the emphatic
affirmation and negative verb forms are indicated in that particular paradigm if they
oceur in the langhage systen.

A characteristic of AAE is that a single verb form may be used with both singular
and plural subjects, $o in (1) the verb forms eat, run and rub are used with first person
singular and plural (I, we), second person singular and plural (you, y’all) and third
persen singular and plural (she, they) in the present tense. The auxiliaries are like main
verbs in this respect; a single anxiliary form is used with both singular and plural
subjects. The emphatic forms DO, WAS and HAVE in (1}, (5) and (7, 9), respectively,
are used when the subject is singular (e.g., ke DO) as well as when it is plural (e.g.,
they DO} Tn this way, the present tense verb forms in AAE pattern similarly with the
past tense verb forms; no distinction is made between first, second and third singular
and plural. Sc just as the main verb form run is used with singular and plural subjects,
the past tense verb ran is used with singular and plural subjects.

These umE&mEm.mR intended to capture uniformity in. the auxiliary system, so they
do not represent the possible variation in the form and use of different verbs. That is
to say that the paradigms do not reflect the extent to which sccial factors influence
Hmﬂw@mn use; 80, for example, there is no indication that a single speaker may use
the singular verb form (2.g., they was) in some linguistic and social environments and
the plural verb form (e.g., they were) in others. Such variation is very impertant and
has been the topic of a large amount of research on AAE? .

Another difference between AAE and mainstream English that is farailiar even to
those who have limited knowledge about AAE is the behavior of the auxiliary/copula be.
The auxiliary be cceurs in the environment preceding V-irg, as in {42), and the copula
be occurs in the environments preceding an adjective, adverb, noun and m_:%ow.iob
.na. 2., She is tallla doctor), as in (4b). They have the same form, so T will collapse them
in discussions throughout this book, The auxiliary/copula element does not cobligatorily
cccur on the surface in all environments, as shown in the examples in (4). For the most
part, it is overily represented wher it occurs with the first person singular pronoun
(I'm) and with the third person singuiar neater pronoun (i's). It obligatorily occurs in
the past tense (was, in (5)) although without 2 singular/plural distinction. The overt
auxjliary/copula form also occurs in emphatic contexis in which it is stressed (5. Tt
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oceurs aptionally, as indieated in the paradigms for first person plural, second and third
person singular and plural, in which no auxiliary/copula be form is given.

Another difference between the AAE and general English auxiliary systems is
revealed in (2) and (7), the past and present perfect ienses, respectively. These forms
show that there is no observable distinction between the simple past {2} and the present
perfect (1) verb forms, In other words, the simple past and present perfect are often
identical in shape (i.e., the simple past verb form is used in both); there is often no
separate participle verb form such as eaten. In general Ameérican English, although in
most cases the simple past and present pexfect verb forms are identical, some verbs do
take -ex in the present perfect. ¢This issue will be discussed in chapter 3.) It is often
the case that in AAF, the simple past and present perfect can be distinguished only in
emphatic affirmation m:«.WoEMmmm. cases in which the auxiliary HAVE is stressed and
occurs on the surface in the wqam.m._.: perfect. This observation leads to two guestions:

e Do speakers actually make a distinction between the past tense and present
perfect? That is, do they actually only use DID eat in emphatic past contexts and
HAVE ate in emphatic present petfect contexts?

* Is there a have in the sense of the present perfect in AAE?

The negative categories in the paradigms in (2) and (7) suggest that the answer to the
first question is yes in that the negative past tense is formed with one auxiliary and the
negative present perfect is formed with another auxiliary. If there were no distinction,
then we might expect the same auxiliary to oceur with both forms. The second questicn
is more difficult to answer, especially because have does not usually occur in reguliar
non-emphatic present perfect sequences, anid for this reason, there is no direct evidence
{hat fiave is obligatorily used to mark the present @mummﬂ in AAE. So farthe data suggest
that kave is only used in emphatic affirmation and negative contexts in present perfect
sequEnces. ) )

The negative forms in the present perfect are gin’t/haven’s ate. Ain't is the negator
in other contexts, so whereas it may be used in present perfect paradigms, it is not
used solely in that contest. Ain’t also oceurs in past comtexts such as He ain’t ate
(‘He didn’t eat’), in which it serves as a negative marker and is not overtly marked
for tense. That is, the form ain’t does not have distinct past and non-past forms. In
the sequence ain't ate, the main verb is in the past form. This contrasts with didn’t
eat, in which past is marked on the auxiliary didn't. Ain’t is also argued to oceur in
past contexts such as He ain't eat (‘He didn’t eat’), in which the main verb is in the
non-past form. I have included such an example in the paradigm in (287); however, it
is not clear that the auxiliary form preceding the verbs eat, run and rub is actually a
full form of ain’t. These cases raise interesting questions about tense marking and the
nature of gin't in different environments.* )

A final difference between the AAE and general American Eitglish systems is the
use of had in simple past contexts. In the paradigm in (2b), the auxiliary had ocours
in construction with a verb overtly marked for the past. As shown in the paradigm, no
emphatic and negative forms occtr with this use of kad. This preterite ad sequence is
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discussed in the literature in Ri
ickford and Thé - i i
ortn s s nd Théberge-Rafal (1996). it will be discugsed
Fi .
m:m_ﬂwzmﬂ h_wn future marked by will and the modal forms in the AAFE and mainstream
iliary systems are quite similar. Asindicated €] i
: 3 3b), future is alsi ke
with gonna or gon, which doe i . I e
: , s not occur with first person singular (I'ma).*
it gonns gular (I'ma}.” In the
M._H. Em._ﬂ in (3}, (6) and (11}, the reduced forms of the auxiliaties have been given. It
o On mc be noted that E.Qo is no emphatic affirmation form for the modal nnﬂmoﬁ
¢ . H._Hm. hﬁwa:mnﬁ generalization that can be made in light of the data in (1-11) is that
e auxiliaries pattern similarly by oceurring in th ir i
i mgitve oo, g in the same environments (i.e., smphatic

Properties and processes of auxiliaries

.HHH . - ey . . .

LSM _.:mMr_”nn auxiliaries or conjugated forms of be, do, have and modals can be char
acterized by a set of properties that will be discu; .

. sussed below. Referri e agal
the paradigms in (1-11) i o psonce, oo
; , we find that in the auxiliar i
- ¥ + main verb sequence, tense i
marked on the auxiliary {but air’t d : P
. oes not have separate past and non fi
paradigms such as the past perf; i e sl et
perfect (8), the main verb (ate, ran) is i i
form, but it is not marked f itisi et patadions Pt e
N OF tense; 1018 in a form required in that 1
: k paradigm., Past tense
<nHmenn_ on the mstmQ had. Teke an example from mainstream English. The main
e re, mwsmm:v in the past perfect sequence had run/eaten is in the form (participle)
HHM required for that paradigm. Past tense is marked on the auxiliary kad.
e & Wmnoza ESO@Q,Q of auxiliaries is that they can appear in a contracted, reduced
ro form such as *s, 'm, *II ('), 'd and ¢. (Th i :
. h L m, , . (The symbol ‘@’ is used to show th
a particular auxiliary does not occur o i s of
ticudar n the surface in that iti ; 5

auxiliaries in these forms are given below: o postion. Examplesof

a. It's the one I like.
b. I'm driving to Amberst.
¢. They @ walking too fast.

You should'a made your mind up before I called Wos.

a. The teacher @ got ali the papers.
b. They € got everything they need.

4. Bruce’a study when he get home.
b. We’a put the cakes in the oven,
¢. He @ be there in a minute,

a. Sometimes he’d be aiready sleeping.
b. Sometimes he € be already sleeping.
c. We'd be mad if they left us,

The sents s i

N M. MM.__MH:%M@ _M va provide examples of contracted (124a, b) and zero (12¢) auxiliary
s. The difference between the forms /¢’ i

.l . A s and she’s in AAE is th

A at the forme

is invariable for the most part, but the latter is clearly variable. Speakers rarely os.».”

!
‘

41 Verbal markers in AAE

an

(18}

“It the one 1 like, while both variants .q._gm.m,msa she occur
without question (Ske's/She here))S Labov (1972) makes 2 slightly weaker statement
on the issus of plain i forms. He says, «while we occasionally do get plain if, as in It
7 1’5 is “found in the great majority of cases”

produce sentences such as

always somebody tougher than you are

(.70,

A redaced form. of the suxiliary, which cotresponds to mainstream English have,
is given in {13). In (14), no augiliary form precedes the main verb got, while reduced
auxiliary forms that correspond to will () ave in construction with the present form
of the main verbs in (154, b). The sentence in (15¢) shows that the future form of the
auxiliary (will, *I) does not have to be Tepresented overtly by a reduced form (Ca); it
can be marked by @, The same pattern 0cears in (16) with the reduced and zero forms
of would. If we take just a moment o look at the sentence in (16b), we find that the use
of be thete is much like the use of be in sentences in the focal point at the beginning of
this chapter. The sentence in (16b) can have two interprelations: one like the ‘usually’
the focal point sentences (*Sometimes he is already sleeping’) and the

interpretation of
gentence in {16a) means. It is the (i6a) interpretation

" one that means exactly what the
that we are interested in at the moment.
A third property of auxiliaries is that they can host the contracted negator rot {0
In other words, #'f can ‘aitach’ t© auxiliaries. This is shown in the sentences below:

a. Bruce ain’t taking calculus this semester.

b, Bruce is not taking caiculus this semester.

o, Bruce won’t take calculus next semester.

d. Broce will not take calculus next semester.

e. Bruce didn’t (din) finish his homework last night.
f. Bruce did not finish his homework last night.

¢. Bruce hadn’t been doing his horsework.

i, Bruce had not been doing his homework.

The sentence pairs (c~dfe-f/g-h) consist of an auxiliary -+ contracted 2ot (n’f) sequence
(c, d, &) and a full auxiliavy + Ho! sequence (d, £, h). In the discussion of the patadigms
(1-11}, T have classified ain’t as anegator. 1 s different from other negated auxiliaries
in that it is not formed from any particular suxiliary -+ contracted not (1’1), aithough it
Ay CCour in environments in which isn’s, didn’t and haven’t occur.

_Auxiliaries can also be identified by their property of inverting in yes-no guestions,
which require a yes o No answer. Question formation in AAE, as well as in general
Aimerican English, is a process by which the auxiliary assumes the position preceding
the subject of the sentence. In ihe declarative sentence in (18a), the auxiliary was is in
the position following {he subject Dee, and in the yes-no question (interrogative), it is

in the position preceding the subject:

a. Dee was here.
b. Was Dee here?

The property of inverting in question formationis a special property of auxiliary verbs,

so auxiliaries, but not main verbs, can be placed in the position preceding subjecis in
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yes-no questions. The seatence in (19¢) is ungrammatical because the main verb cook
has inverted preceding the subject Bruce:

a. Bruce can cook.
b. Can Bruce cook?
¢. *Cook Bruce can?

An analysis of questions in AAE helps to reveal another property of auxiliaries in
.ER Si.mas The fifth property of auxiliaries in AAE is that they do not ceeur obligatorily
in nzﬂzoum. In cases in which auxiliaries do not occur on the surface (e.g., (20b, d)),
questions are signaled by using a special ﬂca.mao: intonation, which will be discussed
in chapter 4.

a. Is Beb here?

b. Bob here?

c. Is Bob gon’ leave? (‘Is Bob going to leave?’)
d. Beb gon’ leave?

a. Have Bob left?
b. Bob lefi?

a. Did Bob leave?
v.. Bob left?

These sentences show that, on the one hand, auxiliaries can occur at the beginning of
sentences, but on the cther, they can be left completely out of questions, In the (b) and
{d) questions, there is no auxiliary that indicates that a question has been formed; the
intonation of the sentences signals that a question is being asked. In the @:mmzovn in
(22b), past tense is marked on the main verb (lef?). If the identical questions in {21b) and

 (22b) have different interpretations, they will be distinguished by the context in which

Emow oceur. The modals (e.g., will and should) cannot be left cut of questicns in alt
environmenis, but they can remain in the position following &o”mc_u._ooﬂ and preceding
the main verb, as in (23a, b): '

. .

a. You'a teach me how to swim? (“You’ll teach me how to swim?") “Will you teach
me how to swim?”

b. Bruce can swim?-

¢. Bruce was.running?

Modals and the past tense auxifiary/copula be (was) (23c) pattern similarly, in that
they cannot be left out of questions, but they are not required to eccur in the pesition
preceding the subject. So note that *Bruce running cannot be used for “Bruce was
_.d:mgm._ nor can it be used for “Was Bruce running?’ Question intonation is also used
in these sentences to signal that the construction is a question. The claim is not thiat
.b.bym is the only Bnglish variety that uses intomation to signal questions; it is that
Eﬁommac: can be used in this way, also. The point that will be explered in chapter 4 is
that in AAF, m:mmnonm can be marked by different intonational patterns.thak may not
be commonly used in other varieties of English.
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The inversion of the auxiliary in yes-ro questions is the same type of inversicn that
resuills in tags, constructions in which yes-no questions are tagged onto the end of a
declarative. Tag questions are formed by copying the auxiliaryina declarative sentence
inthe woamon at the end of the sentence, making it negative if its original occurrence is
positive and positive if its original occurrence is negative. The pronoun corresponding
to the subject of the declarative sentence is copied in the position following the copied
auxiliary. This is demonstrated in {24): '

Bruce WILL finish Em&mamﬁoﬁw. won’t he?
B
Given that the auxiliary “x,ﬂ.m is poaitive, its negative form (won 'f) is copied at the end
of the sentence, and the proncan (he), which comespends to the subject. (Bruce), is
copied immediately following the negative auxiliary. The description of tag questions
given above specifically mentions auxiliary, but as has been noted, declaratives in AAE
are not necessarily formed with auxiliaries {see (12¢)). In forming tag questions from
declarative sentences in which these is no overt inflected be form, we operate as if an

auxiliary is actually present:

a. Bruce @ eating, ain’t he?

b. *Bruce @ eafing, @ not he?
¢ Bruce not eating, is he?

d. *Bruce @ not eating, @ he? .

In forming the grammatical tag in (25a), the negative element (ain ’f) corresponding to
the positive form of the auxiliary that would oceur in the declarative if there were one
is copied at the end of the senterce, and then the pronoun corresponding o Bruce is
copied. The tag in (25¢) is formed by copying the positive auxiliary {is) corresponding
to {3 not in the declarative. The ungrammatical sentences in €25b) and (25d) show that
the tag questions cannot be formed without placing an auxiliary in the tagged part of the
sentence even if there is no overt auxiliary in the declarative. Tag question formation
is an important pracess in the stady of AAE because it can be used as a diagnostic to
determine what auxiliary would cceur if one were present, In short, auxiliaries that do
not occur superficially in declarative sentences can e forced to surface by using tag
guestions, as in (253, c). A final note here is that the rule for tag questions that Tias
been presented will have to be formulated more carefully to account for the positive
auxiliaries that correspond to gin’t and ain, have and did, respectively, in sentences
such as the following: )
He ain’t eating, is he?
He ain’t ate, have he? )
He ain eat, did he? (As noted in the previous discussion, it is not clear that the ayxiliary
here is actually ain't.) '
The following will suffice for our purposes: in forming tags, if ain’t precedes a verb in
the past form in the declarative, use the auxiliary have (or did for some speakers) in
the tag. In all ofhier cases, use the auxiliary is. ) )
The sixth property of duxiliaries discussed here is that they can substitute for deteted
mistérial in verb phrase-ellipsis and verb. phrase-fronting. These two processes have
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heen discussed at length in studies on auxiliaries in general American English, for
the most part, to illustrate some simitarities and/or differences between auxiliaries and
main verbs and to show that auxiliaries do not form constituents or units with main
verbs. (See Pullum and Wilson 1977, Akmajian, Steele, and Wasow 1979 and Warner
1993 for a discussion of thiese topics and a review of the literature.) The term VP-ellipsis
is used to refer to structures in which an auxiliary is substituted fer deleted material,
as shown helow. Recall that ‘@ is used to indicate that an auxiliary dees not occur in
that position: .

Bruce @ dancing, and Dee @ dancing, too.
VP-ellipsis: Bruce dancing, and Dee is, tco.

-

In this sentence, the auxiliary #s substitutes for @ dancing, which is omitted in the
second clause of the sentence. As a result, we get ... and Dee is, too, not and Dee
dancing, too. VP-fronting can occur, in which the auxiliary is left behind while the
verb and other material (VP) is moved forward:

Bruce said he would win the election, and win the election he did.

In the second clause in the sentence in (27), the whole verb phrase win the election

“moves forward to the position preceding the subject ke, that is, fronts (as in VP-.
froating); and the auxiliary {did} is left behind. As a result, we get win the election

preceding, not following, the subject ke. Again, the auxiliaries here occur in beth
AAE and general American English, and, furthermore, most of the processes used to
demonstrate the properties of auxiliaries are common to both systems.

Generally speaking, auxiliaries in AAE bear some features that are guite similar if
not identical to patterns of auxiliaries in general American English, We have seen some
subtle differerices between the two systents in the present pexfect and in some processes
in which the auxiliary does not ‘oceur on the suzface in AAE. Two interesting questions
that are in line with the type of research gathered in the volume Language Variety in
the South Revisted are the following: What is the relationship between black and white
speech in the South? Are the data that I have presented here on the auxiliary patterns
in AAE identical to Southern white usage? I do not huve corresponding paradigms for
Southern American English, but I wilt address this question, in part, in the next section
by referring to data that are available for Southern and other varieties of English.
(See Labov 19692, Baugh 1980, Holm 1984, Bailey and mngwgm 1988, Rickferd,
Ball, Blake, Jacksori and Martin 1991, Mufwene 1992 and Green 1993, 1998a, for a
a_vn_._vzo: of auxiliaries i in AAR)

Aspectual markers (verbai markers): be, BIN, dan

The aspectual markers (or verbal markers) in AAE are similar in form to auxiliary

verbs in general American English, and this shared identity may cause some confusion
between speakers of the two Ianguage systems,” Because of this similarity, non-AAE
speakers may expect thess markers to have the sarme role and meaning as some auxilary

o ek b
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verb forms in general American English. As noted in the lexical entries in chapter 1,
the verbal markers be, BIN and den occur in specific environments in sentences and
indicate a certain type of meaning. Due to the type of meaning these verbal markers
indicate, we will refer to them as aspectual markers (more specifically tense-aspect
markers). .

Aspect is a complicated subject and is the topic of numerous journal articles and
books (e.g., Comrie 1976, Brinton 1988, Binnick 1991, Smith 1997), but it will be
helpful to give a simplified definition here, Aspect is often contrasted with tense to
make useful distinctions. Tense situates an event in time, as in Bruce ran, In which
the running tock place at some past time before the sentence was uttered, Aspect, on
the otber hand, refers to duration, completion or habitual occurrence. The progressive
or durative aspect is nxu—dmmn@ on the verb running (as in Bruce is .éz:EE, in which
the runmning activity is durative, indicating continuing action, or that the activity is in
progress. (For a more advanced analysis of aspectual markers in AAE see Déchaine
1993 and Green 1993, 2000).

General description of aspectual markers

The paradigms in (28-39) reflect the possible aspectual combinations. In the following
paradigms, the aspectual marker is followed by a verb in the -ing or -ed forms. The
following patterns are given: .

(1) Column 1 - aspectual element with corresponding verb form

(2) Column 2 - aspectual element in stressed or emphatie affirmation constructions, if
the form exists for thaf paradigm

{3) Column 3 — aspectnal etement in negated construction, if the form exists for that
paradigm

The categories first, second, third person singular and plural are not indicated here
because these distinctions are not made in the aspectuat marker paradigms. The same
form is used regardless of whether the subject is first, second, third person singular or

plural.

Habitoal

Habitual _Emphatic affirmation Negative .
be eating DO be eating don{’t} be eating

‘am usually/always eating’  ‘AM usually/always cating’ ‘am not usuaily eating”

or ‘usvally eats’ or ‘DO usually eat’ or ‘don’t usually eat’
(Note: Some speakers allow bes in some contexts {e.g., bes eating)).

Remote past (state, habit)

Remoté past Emphatic affirmation Negative

BIN eating HAVE BIN eating ain(’t)/haven’t BIN
eating

‘have been eating for a ‘HAVE been eating for a ‘hasn’t/haven’t been

long time’ long time’ eating for a long time’
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Remuote past {completion)
Remote past Emphatic affirmation
BIN ate HAVE BIN ate '

‘ate a long time ago’ ‘DD eat a long time agg’

Remote past perfect

Remote past perfect Emphatic affirmation

had BIN ate HAD BIN ate

‘had eaten a long ‘HAD eaten along

time ago’ time ago’

Resultant state .

Resultant state Emphatic affirmation

don ate THAVE den ate
““has/have alieady

eaten’

Past perfect resultant state

Past perfect resultant state  Emphatic affirmation
had den ate HAD don ate

‘had already eaten’ ‘HAD already eaten’

Modal resultant state

Modal resultant staie Emphatic affirmation
should’a don ate —

*should have already

eaten’

Remote past resuktant state
Remote past resultant state  Emphatic affirmation

BIN den ate HAVE BIN den ate
“finished eating a long time ~ ‘DID finish eating a long
ago’ ago’

Negative
ain('ty/haven’t BIN ate
‘didn’t eat a long time

ago

Negative

hadn’t BIN ate
‘hadn’t eaten 2 long
time ago’

-

Negative

din’t den ate
‘hasp’t/haven't already
eaten’

Negative
hadn’t don ate
‘hadn’t already eatery’

Negative

Negative
ain’t/haven’t BIN den
ate

‘didn’t findsh eating a
long time ago’

(Note: Some speakers also allow don BIN (e.g., don BIN ate)).

Remote past perfect resultant state

Remote past perf Emphatic affirmation
resultant seate

had BIN den ate —

‘had already ¢aten a long time ago’

Habitual resuliant state

Habitual resultant state Emphatic affirmation

be don ate DO be dan ate
‘gsually have already ‘usnally HAVE already

eaten’ eaten’ /

Negative

Negative

don’t be deon ate
‘usuatly haven’t
already eaten’
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¥uture resultant state/conditional

Fufure resultant siate/  Emphatic affirmation Negative
conditional
*abe den ate WILL be don ate won’t be don ate

“will have already eaten’ “WILL have already eaten’ ‘won't have

already eaten’

Modal resultant state
Modal resultant state Emphatic affirmation Negative
might/may be don ate - MIGHT/MAY be don ate might/may not be den ate

‘might have already “MIGHT have already eaten’ *might not have already
eaten’ eaten’

Aspectual be ) -

Aspectual markers denote meaning in the constructions in which they occur.® Generally
speaking, the type of meaning (e.g., habituat, resultant state) they denote is indicated
by the headings in the paradigms. Also, the meaning expressed by these aspectual
merkers is captured in the general American English glosses by a sequence of verbs
and an adverd or adverbial phrase. Aspectual be {which may also be in the form
of bes in some instances) denotes habitual or iterative meaning; therefore, the activity
expressed by the verh ‘eating’ in(28)is characterized as recurring.? The adverb usually
or always is used in the gloss to convey the meaning in the corresponding general
English sequence. Because it denotes meaning, the aspectual marker be must occur
in sentences in which such aspectual interpretation is iitended. For example, whereas
the auxiliary/copula be and other auxiliaries can be absent or do not have to cccur
obligatorily, the aspectual marker be cannot be left out of the sentence. If it is omitted,
soTne sentences may receive ambiguous interpretations, or they may not receive the
infended interpretation. This point is Hlustrated by the sentepces in (40):

a, Bruce run.

‘Bruce runs on oceasions’ or ‘Bruce doesn’t have a problem with rusning’
b. Bruce @ running.

“Bruce is running now’ or ‘Bruce is running these days’
¢. Bruce be running.

“Bruce is usualty running’ or ‘Broce usually runs’

All of the sentences in (40} can have habitual readings, in which the running activity
oceurs on different occasions. The difference is that the sentence in (40c) can only
have that meaning, so if a speaker leaves aspectual be out of the sentence, the one in
(40b), in which the present progressive (‘is running now’ or ‘is running these days’)
is expressed, will be produced. While the sentences in (40b) and (40c) share some
superficial similarities; there is an important difference between the two. First of all,
they are similar in that the verb rumnning in both is in the -ing form, and secondly, they
can both be produced with some form of be. In (40b), the inflected be form will appear
on the surface in emphatic contexis (e.g. Bruce IS running) and in some questions
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(Is Bruce running?). If we add an adverbial clause (‘when I leave for work™) that
specifies a time period, we will see how the sentences differ.

b’. Bruce running when I leave for work.
‘Bruce’s running is in progress when I leave for work’

¢'. Bruce be running when I leave for work. ,
(1) ‘It is usually the case that Bruce’s running is in progress when I leave for work’
(2) ‘Tt is usually the case that Bruce begins to run when [ leave for work’

The sentence in (40b") has one interpretation, in whick the ranning is already in progress
when I leave for work, but the sentence in (40¢°) has two interpretations, one in which
the running is usuaily already in progress when I leave for work (1) and the otheér
in which the running usuvally begins when I leave for work (2). This is one of the
major differences between sentences such as the present progressive in (40b”) and the
aspectual be constraction in (40¢’).

Aspectua] be always occurs in its uninfiected or bare form, so it never appears as is,
am ot are.'? In the paradigm (28), aspectual be occurs in the environment preceding a
verb in the -ing form; however, as noted in the lexical entries in the preceding chapter,
it nﬁwu precede elements from other grammatical classes, as illustrated in the sentences
in (41);

a, She be telling people she eight. (Bf, 6}
‘She is always telling people she’s eight’ or ‘she always tells people she’s eight’
b. I be looking for somewhere to waste time. (Bm, 30s}
‘T am usuaily looking for somewhere te waste time’ of ‘T usually Jook for somewhere
o waste time’ .
During the summer, they go off for two weeks, so her checks be big. (Bf, 50s)
‘During the susmmer, they go away for two weeks, so her checks are usually big then’
d. Your phone bill be high, don’t it. (Bf, 80s)
“Your phone bili is usually high, isn’t it?’
. I always be scary stuff. (Bm, 7)
‘I am always scary stuff’ .
(Literaily: I always pretend to be scary characters.)
It be knives in here. It be ice picks in here. (Bf teenager, national news)
‘There are usually kaives in here. There are usually ice picks in here’
£. I be in my office by 7:30. (Bf, 30s)
‘T am usually in my office by 7:30”
b. He doesn’t even allow women to wear pants at women's retreats and he doesn’t even
be there. (Bf, 40s)
‘He doesn’t allow women o wear pants at women's retreats 4nd he isn’t usually
there’ .
i. She gotta be there for 9, so they be den gone to school. (Bf, 60s)
*She has to be there at 9, so they have usually already gone to school’
(Literally: She has to be at work at 9 aM, so the children have usnally aiready gone
to school by the time she leaves.) '
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j. It don’t be drove hardly. It don’t be dogged, I grease it and oil it. (Bm, 608)

“I¢ is usually the case that it is hardly driven. It isn't usually dogged. I grease it and

oil it’ '
Tn all of these cases, be denotes habitusl or iterative meaning, so the be + verb/adjective/
preposition/adverb/aspectual/passive verb sequence has a ‘*happens on different occa-
sions’ or ‘is in a certain stete or place on different occasions’ interpretation. In (412)
and {41} the telling and looking events, respectively, occur on particular occasions,
and in (41c) and (41d) be ovcurs with adjectives to indicate that the checks are usually
big and the phone bill is usually high, and in the sentence in (41e) the speaker expresses
that he pretends fo be scary characters on different occasions. In (41e), the speaker is
commenting on his roles duting Hailoween, during which he dresses as scary charac-
ters. The speaker in (41f) usss the sentence o comment on the occasicnal, perhaps
usual presence of émwvonm in her school.

Aspectual be also ptecedes prepositional phrases (e.g., i my office, where in is a
preposition) (41g} and adverb phrases {e.8., there} {41h) to indicate being in a place on
um,anEE. occasions. (41g) says that it is usually the case that I am in my office by 7:30,
and (41h) says that it is usuaily the case thathe isn’t there (i.e., atretreats). The aspectual
marker be also precedes the verbal marker don, which will be discussed later in this’
chapter. In {41i), what recurs is the event of the children having already gone to school
by some particular time. Note that be can precede a passive verb, ending in -ed 41j).

In most of the cases in (41), aspectuzl be unmnmmwm, a verb or other predicate phrase
(such as adjective phrases, noun phrases and prepositional phrases). Here we refer to

. predicate phrase as a cover term for verb phrase, adjective phrase, noun phrase, adverb

phrase and prepositional phrase which may name an action performed by the subject
or modify the subject. The predicate phrase indicates a temporary property of an entity.
Fot example in (41e), the scary state is temporary; the subject, the seven-year-old boy,
can change his appearance from being scary pack to normal.

However, in some sentences aspectual be precedes adjectives and prepositions that
indicate permanent properties of a subject. These types of sentences are referred to as
bicyele sentences in Green (2000) because the first sentence of this type that T saw in
print was about bicyeles."! The sentence in (42a) ig in the 1972 book Tense Marking
in Black English by Ralph Fasold:

2. Some of them be big and some of them be small. (Fasold 1972, p. 151)
Tt is usually/always the case that some of thém are big and some of them are small’
(my gloss)
(Literally: It is usually the case that someof those bicycles are big and some of those
bicycles are small.) -

b, Sam’s wholesale stares be on the outskirts of town. (Green 2000, p. 21)
It is usually/always the case that Sam’s wholesale stores are on the outskirts of
town’ ’

¢. Some iMacs be tangerine.
It is usually the case that some iMacs are tangerine’
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Now when we think about the sentences in (42), we realize that their subjects can be
described as having permanent properties, In particular, some bicycles are permanently
big, while others are permanently small. Once built in a certain place; Sam’s wholesale
sicres are permanently located there. Finally, some iMacs, once designed, are perma-
nently tangerine. These states will not be changed unless some force of nature or human
acts upon them. Because a bicycle is in the permanent state of being big or being small,
the sentence in (428) cannot have the interpretation in which the bicycles habitually
change sizes. Likewise, because astore is mmn:muonﬂ%upcnﬁmn_ in a particular place, the
seatence in (42b) cannot have the interpretation in which one store habitually occurs
in different places. That is tc say the sentence cannot mean that Sam’s stores which
have been built in a certain place change locations from time to time. This explains
the situations in the sentences in (42), but the cases in the sentences in (41a, b, ¢, &,
g, h, i) are different, as the subjects are human; the subjects can volitionally partici-
pate in events that occur on different occasions, and they can participate in changing
states; ‘

The inanimate subjects of the sentences in {42) cannot volitionally participate in
events, tior do they have mobility or other requirements necessary fo participate in
such changes. However, given the nature of aspectuat be as a marker whose function is
o give the predicate following if the interpretation that the activity happens over and
over, the sentences in (42) must have some type of habiwal reading even if the subjects
are inanimate and cannot normally change size, color or location over and over. Se
the kind of interpretation we end up with in sentences such as (42) is “one in which
different members of a particular group can be described by the state indicated by the
predicate” (Green 2000, p. 23). As a result, the sentence Some iMacs be tangerine does
not mean that one day the computers are fangerine and the next the same computers
are grape and then fipally they o_pmnmn their color to bondi blue. It means that out of
the class of iMacs some will be tangerine, that is, some are ysually tangerine. We can
expect Apole to produce tangerine iMacs from time to fime. Fasold (1972, p. 151)
labels this use of ke distributive, such that it is “the subject of the sentence, not the
event in the predicate” that is “disiibuted in time,” and he iliustrates with the sentence
in (42a). He explains that “elthough any- given bicycle is always the same size, one
encounters different bicycles at different points in time and these will be of varying
sizes” (p. 151). Fasold coneluded that sentences such as the ones in (42) were rare.
They do, however, ocer in conversation; Thave collected a few of these sentences. In
fact, an African American female in her 30s made the statement in (42b) as we were
discussing the growing popularity of Wal-Mart stores. However, when I wrote about
fhese sentences, 1 changed the name of the store to Sam’s.

Aspectual be also cccurs at the end of the sentence, as in (43a) or immedjately
preceding a prepositional phrase that adds additional description (43b}.

2. That’s how they be. (Bf, 60s)
“That’s how they usually/always are’
(Literally: The boys’ socks are always that dirty. The appearance of their socks today
isn’t unusual.)

5
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b. No, that's how it be at Wal-Mart. (Bf, 60s)
‘No, that’s how it usually/always is at Wal-Mart’
(Literatly: The price of aspartame sweetener is always reasonable at Wal-Mart. The
reasonable price today isn’t unusual.y

In these cases, aspectual be indicates habitual meaning, but it also attributes a ?om&@
to the msEonF of the sentences. For example, the propesty of being dirty is attributed
to the socks in (43a), so they are usually dirty.

Because aspectual be indicates habituality, adverbs are not needed to nxmnmmw this
meaning, but certain types of adverbs {e.g., those expressing frequency) can occut with
the marker. Some examples ate given in (44):

o

a. Talways be looking for sojnewhere to waste time.

‘T am always looking. for somewhere to waste time’/‘] always look.
a'. MM be .&imuﬁ.ﬁooﬂam for somewhere to waste time. .
‘b. 1usually be looking for somewhere to waste time.

[ am usnally locking for somewhete to waste time/'1 usually look ...
b*. 771 be usnally looking for somewhere to waste time,
<. 1often be looking for somewhere to waste time.

‘T am often looking for somewhere to waste time’/' often look..
¢'. 771 be often looking for somewhere to waste time.
d. Inever be looking for that. .
] am pever locking for that'/I never look .
*] be never looking for that.

d.

Given the meaning of aspectual be, we already know that the looking for somewhere
to waste time activity oceurs from time to time, so ‘the adverbs in (44) specify precisely
how often the looking activity oceurs: always, nusually, often, never. The preferred place
in the sentence for these adverbs is in the position preceding aspectual be (44a, b, ¢, d),
so the resulting sentences are less than perfect when the adverb follows be (44 a°, b’,
¢, d"). Other types of adverbs such as probably oceur with aspectual be:

a. They probably be up there laughing. (attested)
“They are probably usually up there laughing’
. *They be probably up there laughing.

The sentence is bad when the adverb probably follows aspeclual be.
Before moving on, let's summarize the properties of aspectual be in AAE:

Summary of properties of aspectual be

Q: What is it?

A; Aspectual be is a verbal or aspectual marker that is different from the auxii-
iary/copula be,

Q: What is its function?

A: Aspectual be indicates habitval meaning (i.e., an event accurs over and over),
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(: Where does it ocour? .
A: Aspectual be ocours before verbs, adjectives, nouns, prepositions, adverbs, dan and

at the end of sentences. i
Q: What happens when it takes a predicate that occurs with a subject that can change

states?

A: The resulting interpretation is one in which the subject participates in the activity

over and over. A
Q: What happens when it takes a predicate that occurs with a subject that does not

normally change states? .
A: The resulting manﬁﬁﬁmg is not one in which a single subject undergoes change

over and over. Instead it is one in which different members of the group can be

described by the property indicated by the phrase following be.

Q: What do frequency adverbs such as aliways arnd offen indicate when they oceur wilh
aspectual be, and where do they occur with respect to the aspectual marker?

A: Frequency adverbs specily how often the activity in the aspactual be construction
occurs, and these adverbs usually precede aspectual be,

As shown in the discussion of aspectual be, the verbal marker has a very clear
function. The types of details presented here are crucial for explaining the meating
and use of the marker; however, they are most important in that they address subtle
meanings and properties that may be beneficial in developing Iessons for teaching
speakers of AAE to use general American English proficiently.

One challenging problem. is that of explaining the difference in meaning between
the type of aspectual be sentences in (42) and their zeto be counterparts in (46), in
which the copula be does not oceur overtly (as indicated by .&“m..

a. Some of them @ big and some of them @ small.

‘Some of them are big and some of them are small’

{cf. Some of them be big and some of them be small.) .
b. Sam’s wholesale stores {2 on the outskirts of town.

‘Sam’s wholesale stores are on the outskirts of town’

(cf. Sam’s wholesale stores be on the outskirts of town.)
c. Some iMacs @ tangerine.

‘Some iMacs are tangerine’ Y

(cf. Some iMacs be tangerine.)

AAE speakers have intuitions about sentences such as (42) and (46), but it is not
sufficient to use only intuition to explain the subtle meaning difference between the
two groups of sentences. While the sentences in (42) and (46) are very similar (including
nouns, adjectives, adverbs and prepositions which repame or describe the subjects),
they do not have identical meanings. There is no mmﬁmnE&. be in the sentences in (46),
so unlike the sentences in (42) they do not necessarily have the habitual interpretation
that is associated with the marker.

? least twe other uses of be in AAE resemble occurrences of aspectual be, in that
the be is in its uninflected form (that is, it is not in any forms of be suchi as is, @m, are).
Examples of these two uses are in {47} and {(48):
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a. I'm going fishin if it don't be raining. (Bm, 60s)
“I'm going fishing if it isn’t raining’

b. 1 sure hope it don’t be ne leak after I finish, (Bm, 60s)
I surety hope there isn’t a leak after I finish’

In (472), a type-of conditional in which be precedes a verb (raining), the meaning is
that the speaker will go fishing at some point in the future under the condition that it
is not raining at that time. This sentence also has a subjunctive meaning in which it
is not a fact that it will be raining, but it is a possibility. In (470), be précedes a noun
phrase (no leak), and the speaker is expressing his hope that there will not be a leak in
the future.

The futare meaning is given in (48) although there is no future marker will (or its
variants, " and 'a):

You be surprised how the HLoE. can use you. (attested)
“You'll be surprised how the Lord can use you’

The speaker who used the sentence in (48) was encouraging the listener to yield to
the Lord, who cap and will do wonderful things, Given the context, it is ¢lear that
this cecurrence of be is not the aspectual be that has been discussed in this section.
The meanings are different; (48) in its intended context expresses future meaning and
possibly future habitual meaning. Also, if youreconsider the paradigm in (28), you will
find that aspectual be occurs with do. On the other hand, be in (48) would ‘have more
than likely ccourred with the auxiiiary will had the speaker stressed the point, Itis likely
that she would have said: “You WILL/W OULD be surprised how the Lord can usé you,’
In such, cases, it is necessary (o hear the context in order to determine the meaning that
is .Eﬁmcama_ whether aspectual be ot some other be as in (46) WEQ (47) is intended.
Aspectual be is also found in Hiberno Bnglish spoken in Treland (especially in
Northern Ireland), and. it also occurs if varieties of Bnglish spoken by whites in the
United States in some parts of the Carolinas. Both Harris (1985) and Kalien (1985)
report that be or dofdves be marks habituality in Hiberno English. (Note the spelling of
be's with an mm_omqom:n in Hiberno Baglish.) Two examples from Harris are as foliow:

a. He mever bie's sick or anythicg.
b, They be shooting and fishing out at the Forestry lakes. (p. 76)

Kallen also discusses the role of do as 2 habitual marker and the tole of de in do be
sequences:

a. I do put the excess up in bere.
b: Those pancakes do be gorgeous. (p- 139)

The uses reported here are quite similar to the uses of aspectual be in AAE. The only
difference is in the use ‘of do in Hiberno English. Do itself can be used as a habitual
marker, and it can also occur with be. In the latter case, Kalien suggests that hubituality
is doubly marked, once by do and another time by be. In contrast, do in this environment
in AAE is limited to marking emphasis, hosting the contracted n'r (nof) and occurxing
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in tag questions, elfipsis and VP-fronting, Review the AAE aspectual be paradigms,
Neither Harris nor Kallen gives exampies of be preceding a prepositional phrase, but, of
coluse, it just may be the case that there are gaps in the data. The most obvicus question
is whether AAE aspectual be and Hiberno English aspectual be are historically related.
This question is raised in Harris (1985) and discussed at length in Rickford (1986).
The latter presents a number of arguents agatnst the claim that habitual be repiesents
a spread from Hibermo Bnglish to AAE.

Montgomery and Mishoe (1999) present data on the use of aspeciual be by white
speakers in the Carolinas. They give examples of be and bes, both of which can be
habitual markers, as shown below:

e. Sometimes I have spells. Lately I be having move spells. (p. 247)
b. That baby bes crying ail afternoon. He’s fine in the morning, but crarky in the
afternoen. (p. 246) '

There are clear parallels between aspectual be in AAE and be in Carolina English, but
there are also some interesting differences. These be forms can also be used where no
habitual meaning is intended:

a. [bebysat your mama. Yep, 1 be that old. {p. 248)
b. Lord, lord, child, you bes all grown up. (p. 247)

Be and bes are not limited to habitual and iterative contexis in the Carolina variety.
This is cne major difference between the data here and that in AAE. Another difference
is that, according to Montgomery and Mishoe, bes is used when the subject is third
personsingular, Although bes occurs in AAE, Thave not seen ey hard and fast evidence
suggesting that it s limited to third persen singular. (Some attested examptes of bes in

- AABare in ‘chapter 3, along with the discussion of verbal -5.) Based on the data and

observations from Montgomery and Mishoe, it is possible to glean some interesting
points about the be paradigms in the Carolina variety; however, time and space do not
permit me to discuss them here.

Research shows that aspectual be, which indicates habitual meaning also oceurs in
other English varieties. The use and meaning of these corresponding be forms in AAE,
Hiberno Englisk and the English in the Carolinas overlzp in significant ways. It is
also the case that there are inferesting differences. Historical research focusing on the
origin of habitual be in these varieties would answer questions about the relationship
among them, which goes beyond the scope of this book. Such research on origins of
the marker cannot be conducted without including discussion about the influence of
African languages and creoles on the language of African Americans in the United
States. Issues relatéd to historicat origin ave very complicated and require serious
analysis and attention'to detail. But see the sources in the Introduction to the book for
additional references to historical research on AAE.

Remote past BIN'?

BIN situates an activiiy or state (or some part thereof) in the remote past, and, as
such, the ‘eating’ in the paradigm in (29) started at some point in the remote past and
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continues up to the moment of utterance (i.e., the point at which the speeker produces
the sentence using BIN), while the “eating” event in the paradigm in (30) ended at some
point in the remote past, thus *ate a long time ago.’ The remote past is relative, so it
can refer to a time period of fifteen miinutes ago or fifteen years ago, One way to put
it is that BIN is used to indicate that the time period referred to is longer than normal
for an ‘activity, or it can be used to affirm that a state has indeed held for a long of
time. The stress (or pitch accent) distinguishes BIN phonetically (i.e., pronunciation)
and semantically (i.e., meaning) from been (the unstressed form), which also occurs
in AAE (cf. the present perfect progressive paradigm above in 9). BIN in (532) and
been, binin (53b, ¢} have different siress patterns and different meanings; therefore,
the sentences have different meanings:

&

a. She BIN running.
‘She has beed ranning for a long time’
b. She been running.
‘She has been running’
¢. She bin had him ali day. (B, 60s)
‘She has had him all day’

One important factor is that stress is associated with meaning, such that stress on BIN
results in the remote past interpretation. Is this BIN unique to AAE, or is it also shared
by other varieties of English? Some speakers will recall the toothpaste commercial in
which the announcer says, with stress on been, “Forget about the way you've been
brushing your testh.” The first impression for some may be that the remote past BIN
has ‘crossed over’ into maihstream English, but the example does not unequivocally
support this claim, as the meaning that is intended is quite likely ‘Forget about the way
yol've been brushing your teeth in the past. Were this the remote past BIN, then the
meaning would be ‘Forget about the way you've been brushing your teeth for a long
time” Tt ig not clear that the latter is the meaning that is intended in the toothpaste
comumercial,

In the sarly 1970s, linguists began to analyze the meaning that is agsociated with
BIN. Ricldord (1975), in presenting data from speakers in Philadelphia and the coastat
Carolinas and reporting the differences in judgments about BIN from African American
and white speakers, notes that “there is azich arena for research in the use of BIN ..."
(p. 117).8cme years later, Green (1 998b) expanded on research on BIN in Labev (1 972}
and Rickford (1973, 1975), raising sociolinguistic questions 2nd giving a description
and semantic account of the marker and constructions in which it oceurs,’? The three
types of BIN or environments for BIN ave BINsmr, BINnas and BINgopp. In what
follows, 1 will use BIN labels (STAT, HAB, COMF) simply to explain the meaning
of the sentences in which BIN occurs. The point is that there is only one BIN, but
there are three types of meaning depending on the type of predicate with which BIN
occurs. :

Tn BINgzar constructions (where ‘STAT refers to state, that which holds constandy),
the state started at some point in the remaote past and continues to hold up to the moment
of utterance ot time of speech, as iliustrated in the sentences below.
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a. He BIN rumning,
‘He's been running for a long time’
b, They just sent me this one, but I BIN having that one. (Bf, 60s)
‘They just sent me this one, but I have had that one for a long time’
c. I BIN knowing he died,
‘T have known for a long time that he died’
d, A: The police going bad. - .
B: They ain't going bad. They BIN bad, (Bm, 40s) .
‘They aren’t going bad. They have been bad for a long time’
¢. He BIN a preacher/in the kitchen/there, 14
‘He has been a preacher/in the kitchen/there for a long time*

In the examples in (54), BIN precedes a verb that ends in -ing (54 2, b, ¢} or a predicate
phrase such as an adjective phrase (54d), noun phrase, prepositional phrase and m%ﬂm
phrase (54e). These constructions have the *for a long time’ meaning, so in (54a) the
running state has held for a long time, andin (54b) the state of having (i.e., own) has
also held for a long time. The knowing state (54c) has held for a long time. As you

will see in (55a), BIN had (in addition to BIN having} can also be used. The use of -

having and knowing in (54b) and (34c), respectively, as opposed to BIN had (cf. 55a)
and BIN knew (cf. 55b) may be due to regional patterns that are used in parts of the
Southermn United States (Green 1998b). Janna Oetting, Ph.D,, in research on AAE and
nonstandard varieties of English of white speakers in southeastern Louisiana, also
reports the use of BIN having and BIN knowing by African American children.!3

The predicates following BIN in the remaining sentences are not verbs, but the
constructions still have a *for a long time’ reading. The term ‘state’ is used asa descrip-
ton in these constructions because the seritences refer to & situation that remains
constant, unchanged. For nmeE,.wu according to the sentence in (54d), the police’s
change to a state of being bad started to hold a long time ago, and it continued to hold
until the sentence was uttered (and probably after that). As noted above, certain verbs
(e.g., have, know) in the BINsr.r construction can be marked for past, as shown in the

‘examples in (55):

a. A; Where'd you get that shirt?
B: I BIN had it.1% (Bf, 605) .
‘I've had it for a long time’ (i.e., I've had it s0 iong I can’t remember where
T bought/got it)
A: Hunh?
B: IBIN gotit.
‘Thought/got it a long time ago’
b. T BIN knew that.
T've know that for a long time’

Compare the sentences in (54b, ¢) to the sentences in (55a, b), respectively. They
have the same meaning. One word of caution: It is not the case that each verb-ing

can be used interchangeubly with the corresponding past form of the verb in BINsmr
constructions,

I3
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BIN running and BIN ran do not have the same meaning, so the sentences She BIN
running and She BIN ran cannot be used interchangeably. The verbs in (54b, ¢} and
(55a, b) are special cases because they indicate states, so they are inherently stative,
They are different from a verb such as run, which indicates an activity, In sumniary,
state verbs can occur in the BINgr constructions in their -ing or -ed form without a
change in meaning. We have fgnored the BIN got sequence in B's second response in
(55a), but we will return to it in the deseription of the _w.;wn%:u construction.

The second reading of the BIN construction is labeled BINyag (where ‘HAR'’ refers
to habituat). I use habitual because the activity or state expressed by the verb begins at
some point in the remote past and continues habitually, that is, on occasion or from time
to time. Generally speaking, these constructions express a habit, and can be interpreted
to mean “started some time ago @nd coniinue from time to time.” The verbs in the
BINp4p constructions are similar to those in the BINgmy construction in that they, toa,
oceur in their -ing form, but they differ in that none of them can occur in the past
form. Another difference is that only verbs can oceur in BINyp constructions {but
cf. BINgzur in which other predicates such as nouns and adjectives can follow BIN).
This is logical because these constructions are used to express habits, actions; and only
verbs indicate actions, at least in this variety:

a. Bruce BIN running.
‘Bruce started running some time ago and he still runs from time to time’
b. That's where I BIN putting my glasses. )
“That's where I started putting my glasses some time ago and I still put them there’
¢. Bruce BIN being a clown.
‘Bruce started acting as a clown/postraying a clown some time ago and hie still acts

as/portrays one from time to time’

In the sentences in (56), Bruce has had the habit of running for a long time; I have had
' the habit of putting my ghasses in a particular place for 4 long time, and Bruce has had
the habit of acting like a clown for a long time. The sentence in (56a) can have two
readings, BINsrar and BINgag, respectively. In principle, BIN verb-ing constructions
can have the two readings. So even BIN puiting can have a BINspyr reading if we
change the sentence in {56b} slightly and think of the object (glasses) as drinking
glasses.

Bruce BIN putting those glasses on the shelves.

In addition to the habitual reading, the sentence in (57} can have the BINgpyy reading
that means roughly that Bruce started patting those glasses on the shelves a long time
ago (perhaps two hours aga} and he is still in the process of puiting them there. This
meaning occurs with pus because its object (those glasses) is plural, so Bruce can place
the glasses on the shelf one by -one until he has finished the task. If glasses in (36b)
Tefers to the object that is worn to improve sight, then the state reading is anomalons
because to put a pair of glasses in a particular place requires one action, not the kind of
continuous activity involved in putting drinking glasses away. (Of course this BINszur
reading also ocenrs when referring to plural eyeglasses.)
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The third reading of the BIN construction is called BINcope. This remote m.ummﬁ
marker should not be confused with the unstressed past marker that I will represent as
bin (also see the sentence in (53¢)) in & sentence such as 7 bin had this necklace "bout
fifteen, sixteen years (Bf, 80s) ‘I have had this necklace for about fifteen or sixteen
years.” There are two major differences cﬂsmnou bin and BINcope. The marker bin is
unstressed and can oceur with a time adverbial (e.g., "hout fifteen, sixteen years), but
BIN is stressed and can only oceur with time adverbials in specific contexls,

In BiNgoae constructions, the moﬁe..&.@u&cﬁma by the verb ended at some point
in the remote past; thiss BINeoyp constructions are interpreted as meaning finished or
ended ‘along time ago.” For the most part, the verbs in these constructions are in their
past tense forms, but m?ms variation and phonological processes, the -ed may not be
pronounced, so a speaker may say either / BIN started the car or I BIN start the car.
This type of variation is well documented in the literature (Wolfram 1962, Labov 1972,
‘Wolfram and Fasold 1974, Guy 1991, Santa Ana 1992). Also, some speakers may use
the present form of the verb, as in {58c).

a. I'could’a BIN went back to work. (Bf, 60s)
‘I could have gone back to work a long time ago’
b. A: You called her, Kaye? .
B: Yeah, I BIN called her. (Bf, 30s)
“Yes, I called hex a long time age’
¢. I BIN give Brenda and Mr. Al they books. ! (BT, 60s)
‘I gave Brenda and Mr. Al their books a long time ago’
d, I'thought ] would’a BIN had a copy of that tape. (Bf; 60s)
‘I thought that I would have gotten a copy of that tape a long time ago’

The meaning of the BiNgoyp construction can be explained by referring te the example

sentences in (58). In (58a), the possibility of having gone back to work is expressed as
if it is in the remote past, and in {58b) BIN called means that the calling event was in the
remote past, a long time ago. The books were given to the recipients in the remote pasl
although the verb give is not overtly marked for past (58¢). In the final example (58d),
it is the acquisition of the copy of the tape that is in the remote past. The meaning of
BIN had here is identical to that of BIN got in the second part of the example in (552).
But'given the preceding discussion, this BIN hod construction may also be interpreted
as a BINgpar sequence. :

The three BIN readings (BINgrar, BINmag and BINcoye) have cne property in
common: BIN in all of the readings “situates the initiation of a state in the remote
past, and the state con{inues until the moment of utterance” (Green Hmmmmv p. 133). In
Mro? the use of BIV indicates that the state began a long time ago. All the predicates
indicate some type of state, generally speaking. We have already distinguished state
from activity by noting thal the former remains unchanged; stales are constant. In the
BINgrar and BIN ;45 constructions, the state that starts in the remote past and continues
up uniii the moment of uttefance is the in-progress state, In {54a), the running event
started in the remote past, and it continues, that is, it is in progress until the speuker
makes the statement. This same in-progress state is appliad to the running event in (56a).
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The difference is that it is the habit that starts in the remote past and continues up to the
moment of utterance. So in (562), the person started the habit of running a long time
ago. The state that starts in the remote past in the BINcowp reading is the resultant state,
the state of an event that has-ended, The resultant state simply refers to the state of an
event that Tias ended, In (58b), the calling event is over, $0 it is in its resultant state.'®
(If you choose to read more about the in-progress and resultant states, see Parsons
1990), The major point is that speakers use B/N when they want to say that something
started or happened a long time ago. )

BIN does not specify the length of time that & state has been in progress or the length
of time the state has been over; it just indicates that the time period a state has beer in
progress o over is a long one, For examptle, there is no indication about the nrmber of
E.Ecmwww hours, ete, that the running has been in progress in He BIN running or how long
it has been over in He BIN ran. You might think that because BIN does not specifically
note the length of time of an event, it would be possible to use an adverb that provides
\bis informatior.in BIN constructions. But BIN does not permit this type of additional
modification, so temporal adverbial phrases (adverb phrases having to do with time)
such as for twenty mimufes and for twenty years are not allowed in BIN constructions to
specify the time period. Consider the sentences below, in which the adverbial phrase
is ungrammatical in the BINyzar reading but grammatical in the BINgap reading:

John BIN running for ten minutes.
a. *‘John has been running for ten minutes’ (BINszar reading)

b. ‘John started to run for ten-minute stretches a long time ago and he still runs for
ten-niinute sizetches’ (BINgap reading) .
(“Itis the case that for a long time, John has been running for ten-minute stretches’,
ie., ‘for a long time John has had the habit of ruznning for ten minutes’) {Grzen

1998b, p. 127)

The () reading of the sentence in (59) is a bad one because BINV already gives the
information that the running activity has been in progress for along time; the additional
specification “for ten minutes” is not allowed. The sentence in (59) is acceptable on the
BINg g reading (59b). In the reading in {590b), the adverbial phrase for ren minutes does
not tell how long John has had the habit of running; instead, it modifies the duration of
each of the smaller running events that together make up the habit. & scenario for the
reading in {59b) could be the following: Six years ago, John jogged for ten minutes.
He liked the way he felt after jogging, so he decided to do it regularly. Bver since then,
he has jogged for ten minutes (wice a week. So John BIN running for ten minutes.
Let us review the properties of BIN.

Summary of properties of BIN

Q: What is it?
. BINis a verbal or a tense/aspect marker.
: ‘What is its special pronunciation property?

Al
Q
A: BIN is stressed.
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(}: What is its function?

A: BIN situates something (let's call it a state) in the remote past.

Q: Where does it ocour?

A m...,é occurs before verbs, adjectives, nouns, prepositions, adverbs and don. {We will
discuss B/ in the environment preceding don shortly.)

Q& é.:.ﬂ happens when it occurs with an adverb phrase that marks a specific time
period (e.g., for ten minutes)?

A: The mEa adverb has to modify the duration of each of the smalier events that
combine to form the habit. The resulting interpretation is a BIN45 reading.

Q Gn.amw what conditions do BIN verb -ing and BIN verb -ed have the same meaning?

A: This happens in the case of BIN occurring with verbs that indicate inherent
states.
wmmE..w leaving this section, we can make an observation about the similarifies

vog.onh. aspectual be and BIN. Both aspectual e and BIN can occur preceding verbs

mmmﬁ.Em in A.;.w and -ed), adjectives, nouns, adverbs, prepositions and dar. For linguists

this issue raises interesting questions about the relationship between be and BIN. I will

not address those issues here,

Dan

The verbal marker don denotes that an event has ended; it refers to events, such as

having changed (60a), having finished that (60b), having done all you told me to do
(60c) and having pushed it (60d), that have ended:

a. Itold him you dan changed. (Bm, 30s)
‘I told him that you have n:m:mmn_u,
b. A: You through with Michael Jordan I bought you?
(Literally: Have you £nished reading the magazine that I bought you with
Michae! Jordan on the cover?) ’
B: Idon already finished that. (Bm, 9)
‘T have already finished that’
c. I nv: done all you told me to do. I den visited the sick, (Bm, 60s, 70s)
‘I have done all you told me to do. I have visited the sick’
d. A: Push your seat.
B: Idon pushed it.
‘T have (already) pushed it’
A Push it again,
(elderly Bfs on Amtrak)

w.ym shown in the paradigms in (32-39) and the sentences in (60), dan precedes a verb
in the -ed form. {As you read Eo dan section of the paradigms, you will notice that
there are some gaps. For example, there are no corresponding emphatic and negative
forms for the modal resultant state.) The marker is pronounced with an unstressed
syllable, and it is distinguished from done, the past participle form of the verb do in
general American English (She has done her homework) and in nonstandard varieties of
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English (Ske done her homewerk.). The two forms (don, dorne) ave clearly distinguished
in (60c). Dan has the function of indicating that some eventuality has ended, but it may
also indicate additional meanings such as that of recent past (6la, b) or having had
some experience {61¢).

a. People would say that medicine ¥ taking don made me sick. (Bm, 70s)
‘Pecple would say that the medicine I'm taking has made me sick’

b. I don lost my wallet!
T have {just) lost my wallet!’

¢. She dan been to church. (Bf, 60s) :
‘She has been to church before’

The sentence in (61a) indicates some notion of recent umw.ﬁ in that the speaker is com-
menting that people would observe something strange about him, and, as a regult, they
would conclude that hi§ stdte is due to the medicine he has been taking. The recency
is in the-sense that the people would have just observed the effect of the medicine. In
{61%), another ecent past example, the person has just lost his wallet or just realized
that his wallet is lost. In (61c) den indicates that the person has had the experience of
attending church. :
The don sequence is quite similar to the present perfect in general American Fnglish,

but it is not clear that it aloays shares the range of meanings of the present perfect:?
AAE don General American
- i English present perfect
a. 1T den wanted to do that for five years. a’. Ihave wanted to do that for
(special context) five years. '
b, 7/*She dan always wanted to go to Liberia. b'. She has always wanted to go
] to Liberia.
¢. 7/*His sister don knew that for five years. . His sister has known that for
: five years.

The sentence in (62a) is not completely ruled out, as it can ogeur in 2 special pragmatic
context. The sentence can be used in a context in which the speaker expresses surprise:
T can’t believe that dance class is canceled after 1 don wanted to take dance for five
years. In this context, the focus, or more precisely, the emphasis is on having wanted
to take dance for five years. T have flagged the sentence witha ‘! to show that it is used
in a special context. Ancther sentence that is similar to the one in (62a} is a sentence
" discussed in Green (1998b, p. 48): His sister dan been an invalid all her lHfe. This
sentence is acceptable with the reading “How dare you offer your help now (ten years
too Jate). She’s been an invalid all her life!” The interpretation is intended to show that
some special pragmatic context is required in this case, also. The sentences in (62b, ¢}
are anomslous if pot completely ruled cut {thus they are marked ‘¥/*"), and it is not
clear at all whether thisy can occur in special contexts. However, the general American
English present perfect sentences in (624", b, ¢') are grammatical and do not require

a special context.
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A number of issues may be related to the status of the sentences in (628, b, ). Oneis
the type of verb that occurs in the dan construction, and the other is the type of adverb
Eﬁ_ma that occurs in the sentence. Don indicates that an event is over, but know (621)
is & state, and we have explained that states continue; they do not have ending points
As such, there appears to be an incompatibility between dan and the state (indicated 3“
the verb kmow). The adverb phrase (for five years) refers to a time period that includes
the Emmoa time, and it is allowed in present perfect contexts, as shown in (62c).20 >m,
shown 5 (58a), an adverb such as for five years can occur with den sequences in special
meBmmn contexis. Also, note that the following sentence is fine, in which the person
is still in California when the sentence is uttered: I dan been in Califernia too long ‘1
bmﬁ.,uonn in Califernia too long.” One question is whether this sentence also requires a
special context. {Dayton [1996] and Labov :mmﬂ.gﬁ nmﬁ.&:oﬂn& axtensive research
on don in AAE. See those works for further discussion, especially on their readings of
new uses of den. Also see Terry 2000 and Edwards 2001 on dar and the present perfect.}

The Rm._.._:ma state marker dan occurs with time adverbs already and before, which
are compatible with an event being over:

a. H.mo: already finished that/I don finished that already.
b. I den drove that car before.

Already usually oceurs in the position following don, but it can occur at the end of the
sentence (63a}. Before ocours at the end of the sentence (63b). Adverb phrases such as
for five years and 1o long also occur with den constructions, often in'special contexts.

The properties of the verbal marker don can be sumunarized in the following way:

Summary of properties of don

Q: What is if?

A: Don is-a verbal or tense/aspect marker.

Q: What is its special prorunciation property?

A: Don is unstressed.

Q: What is its function?

A Dan indicates that an eveat is in the Emzmuﬂ state; that is, it is over. But in some
nowﬁwﬁy it ocours with states, which do not have endpoitts. (But see the last Q/A.
pair.

Q: Where dees it occur?

A: Dan usually occurs preceding verbs ending in -ed; however, it may precede the
present form give, for example.

Q: What happens when it occurs with some verbs that name states?

A ln mou.zm situations, don seems to be incompatible with states, so in those cases, the
resulting readings are strange. In other cases (in which there are adverbials ,Eo“r as

for five years, too long), den and states often oceur in special pragmatic contexts.

A thorough analysis of dene in Scuthern white American English is given in Feagin
¢1979). About the marker, Feagin says: “Of all the grammatical forms in Southern White
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US English which are claimed io be derived from the mesolect crecle spoken by Blacks
during the era of American slavery, preverbal done (also called quasi-modal done) is
the most likely candidate in the verb system” (p. 159). Feagin suggests that done made
its way to Alabama through the speech of poor whites from Georgia and the Carolinas
and also through the speech of slaves. The extensive data set that Feagin provides on
done shows that it is used in a wider range of environmetits by her Alabama working-
class speakers than by speakers of AAE. She does nof discuss any umique pronunciation
properties of done, so I have no basis on which to compare the pronunciation of done
in Alabama white English and dor in AAE. Tn some of its uses done (in Alabama)
is identical to don in AAE. Two examples from Feagin's data are He done got out
(p. 128) and Oh, I done used all my thread (p. 125). On the other hand, at least two
types of examples that Feagin presents have not been reported for current AAE, to my
knowledge. In the first example, dbne oceurs with an inflected form of be (Le., am
{'ml), and in the second example, it occurs in a sentence with an adverb that indicates
past time (yesterday), Tt also precedes adjectives, as in Bdc)?

a. Lord, I'm done died! (p. 127)
b. They done had the tables fixed yesterday, already. (p. 129)
<. Some of em’s done dead an’ gone. (p. 131)

Edwards (1991) discusses simmlarities and differences between preverbal don in
Gayanese Creole and don in AAE, He notes that sentences such as Dem don gat di
koolii-man rom {‘They already have the Indian man’s rum’} in Guyanese Creole and
AAE don consiructions are similar. One difference is that Guyanese Creole don is
praduced with sigrificani stress, but AAE don is produced as an unstressed form.

AAE dan, done in other-varieties of American English and don in Guyanese Creole
converge in their vse o mark events that have ended; howéver, they diverge jn a number
of other environments in which they occur. Further research would help to determinie
whether the use of done in Alabama is representative of its use in other Southern states
or whether the use of done in other varieties is more like that of den in AAE. Also,
it would be interesting to determine the extent to which the stress patiems associ-
ated with verbal markers don (and BIN} were influenced by African languages and
creoles. :

Aspectual combinations with dor: be don and BIN don

The markers be and BIN can combine with den to vield be don snd BIN dan, respectively.
In sorpe cases, the combination of ke and don to vield be don results in the habitual
resultant state compositional meaning; the newly formed unit has a meaning that is
equal to the meaning of its parts, habital be and resultant state den that usually gignals
that an event is over. As we will see, there are other readings of the be dan sequence,
in which be does not irdicate habituality. However, dor bas the same meaning in all
be!BIN don constructions. Alsc, don is unstressed in all of the sequences in which it
occurs. As such, the stress ison the first element in the sequence (on be and BIN).
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Be dan (habitual rescltant state)

The first be don construction that will be discussed is referred (0 as habitual resultant
state (see the habitual resultant state paradigm in (37)}, in which habitual is denoted
by be and the notion of having ended is denoted by den. The verb is in the past form
just as it is in the den constructions that have been discussed. The meaning of these
constructions can be glossed as ‘have usually already.’ This be dan seguence indicates
the habituz] completion of seme event such as having usually already read it in the
newspaper {65a). ’

(65) a. A: Y'all keep up with the news, hunh?

B: Yeah, when it come on there, we be don read it in the newspaper. (Bf, 60s)
“Yeah, when it comes on there, we have usuaily already read it in the newspaper’
(Literaliy: Yeah, by the time the news comes on the television news show, we
have usually already read it in the newspaper.)

. She gotia be there for 9, so they be dan gone to school. {Bf, 60s)

‘She has to be there at 9, so they have usually already gone to school by then®

(Literally: She has to be at work at 9 M, so the children have usually already gone

to school by the time she leaves.)

. When I change the oil, T like to see how much it be dan burned. (B, 60s)

“When I change the oil, I like to see how much it has already burned’

(Literally: It is usually the case that when I change the oil in my truck, I like

to see how much oil it has burned.) '

. Be don told them something before you get there, (Bm, 50s)

‘(You should) have tcld them something befora you get there.

(Literally: Before you start jumping up and down as you preach, you should have

already given the congregation a solid message.)

e. Anybody whe don’ {don't] have no money and jus” be don got paid, must be on
drugs. (Bm, 30s} .
‘Tt is usually the case that anybody who doesn’t have any money but has just gotten
paid, must be on drugs’ : ,
(Literally: It is usually the case that a person who doesn’t have money after s/he has
just been paid must be spending money on drugs.)

o

o]

o

This be don sequence is the least discussed of all be don mB:asewm in AAE perhaps
because it oceurs in some geographical regions more than in others. The extent to
which it oceurs in inner city.areas in the northeastern and western United States in
which data have been collected from speakers of AAE is not clear; as such, research
has not focused on descriptions of the use of habitual resultant state be den, but see
Dayton (1996) for examples that are compatible with this be dan interpretation, The
sentences in (65a, b, ¢) are from speakers in southwestem Louisiana, bit the sentence
-in (65d} is from an African American male in northern California, and the sentence in
(63e) is from an African American male in southeastern Texas. In all of the sentences,
the meaning that is conveyed is that an event has usually already occurred by the time
a subsequent event takes place. In the case of (652), speaker B notes that usualiy the
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reading event is over by the time the news comes on television. We can represent this
meaning pictoriafiy:

newsontv - reading event news on tv

The smiling face R?mmn:a the reading event and the square frame represents the news
on television. The face precedes the frame in order to show that the reading event
cceuts before the news comes on television. Also, there are fwo groups, each of which
is composed of a reading event (represented by the smiling face) and a news event
(represented by the square frame). The two groups are included to show that the event
of having read preceding the time the news comes on televisionis mwm.owﬁa. OCCULTence,;
it accurs from time to time. )
The adverbs usuelly, always and already occur with this be don. As noted earlier
in this chapter, ussally and always occur with aspectual be, and already occurs with
don. Because this sequence is composed of both be and darm, it makes sense that these

reading event

adverbs oceur with it.

a. Tusually be don read that. .
b. I be don already read that/I be don read that already.

Be don (future resultant state)

The future resultant state be don sequence is similar to the habitual resultant state
in that it, too, indicates that an event is over, that the event is in the resultant state.
However, the future resultant state is different in that it does not indicate habitual
meaning. It is used in environments in whichsoms activity willbe completed by a future
time.*?
a. They’a be don growed out that by then.

“They will have already grown out of that by then’ (Bm, 60s, Green 1993, p. 161)
b. Five years from now, they mama be out the service. They’a be don got older.

{Bt, 508) .

‘Five years from now, their mama will be out of the service. They will have gotten

older by then’

A: Honey, what's your name?

B: Lisa. '

A: I be den forgot next week. (attested)

‘T wili have forgotten by next week’
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Tn the sentence (68a), the event of having grown out of that will have taken place before
some futare time, and in (68b) the event of having goiten older will have taken place
before some future time. Finally, the event of having forgotften wilt have taken place
ﬁ.unmwnm same event in the future (68c). As noted in an earlier awmncm&oﬁ be canbe used to
indicate future readings, so be don here can also be regarded as being compositional

I.Qm.\ future meaning comes from be and the resultant state meaning from derm >m.
E&cﬁna in the examples in (68), adverbials referring 'to some future time (e w. 3
then, five years %5_3 now, next week) can occnr in this be don construction. .

In other varieties of English, the future resultant state reading is the future perfect
(will have) as in He will have grown out of that by then. In mainstream English, the
verb following will have occurs in the participle form (grown), not in the simpl .
ﬁ%_.ms.v. . simple past

Be don (modal resultant state)

\.E_a N.um dan modal resultant state, as it is referred to here, is used in somewhat threaten-
ing u;ﬁ.mo:m“ situations which are associated with veiled or mild threats or simply to
m.xuamm._ﬁuanmuﬂ actions. The constructions in which be dan occurs resemble condi-
MMMWM E&&mﬁ they have an .NEEE.: and sometimes explicit if-clause and then-clause.

¢ don sequence, which is in the then-clause, is a part of the statement of the
consequence. In these sentences, the speakers wish to express the fact that not only

wiil m.go consequences happen if the condition is met, but they will happen immediately
after it is met” (Green 1993, p. 162).

a, Boy, I make any kind of move, this boy be den shot me. (Bm, A408)
‘If I move, this boy will shoot me’
{Literally: If I move, then this boy will shoot me as a result of moving.)
b. Onee you put your hand on the plow, you can’t be looking back, cause you be den
dug up something else. (Bm, 50s)
Once you put your hand on the plow, you can't look back, becauss you will dig up
something else’
(Literally: Once you put your hand on the plow, you can’t look back because if

-you do, then you wil} dig up something else, that is, something you don’t intend to

digup.}

In (692, b) neither if nor then is explicitly stated, but both the statements are conditional
The .manﬁ:om in (69a) wonid be rendered in the following way if if and then sm&.
explicitly stated: Boy, if 1 make any kind of move, then this boy be don shot me Both
mn.nﬂnsnnm_ ([69a] and the one just stated [with the explicit if and then]) suggest m._s.H there
ﬁ”_: be some censequence as a result of some action, In (69a} the action of making an

kind of move will result in the consequence of getting the speakex shot, and in Ammwﬂ
the action of looking back will result in the consequence of digging up something else.

o7
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Adverbs such as probably and certainly vccur with this be den sequence: Boy,
make any kind of move, this boy probably be den shot me.

- BIN dan (remote past resultant staie)

One of the most interesting characteristics of this BIN don sequence is that it appears
{0 be identical in meaning to the reading of BINcowe constructions. They both mark
the remofeness of an event that ended in the past. A number of exarnples OCCUT it my
database; bowever, it is not clear how or if the sentences with BIN dan are different

from those with BINcome:

a. You should’a BIN den cated me down there, (attested)
“You should have called'me down there a long time ago’
(cf. You should’a BIN called me down there.)

b, He BIN don put that in thete. (attested)

“He put that in there a long time ago’
(cf. He BIN put that in there.)

The obvious question is the following;: If BIN donand BINcoup constructions have the
same meaning, why do both occcur? One response is that den simply adds emphasis to
the notion of the event having ended, so the difference between He BIN dan put that in
there and He BIN put ihat in there ig that the former uses dar to place emphasis on the
resultant state of the putting that in there event, while the latter does not. The second
is that in sentences such as (70} den redundantly indicates the resuliant state.

1t s slightly misleading to vefer to be dan and BIN dan &5 separate markers. It
is probably more accurate to say that the markers be and BIN can take sequences of
dan - verb. However, [ have treated thern. separately as a means of being able to refer
o them conveniently. Time adverbs that indicate how long ago an event has ended do
not occur in BIN don constructions. This is also the case with BINcoap, 48 noted in the

discussion of BIN.

We have seen that be and BIN can combine with don, and at this point, you are
probably wondering whether be and BIN can combine t& yield a compositional reading
of be BIN or BIN be. Neither combination is possible, which, no doubt, raises questions
about the relation between the two markers. As a result, in AAR the sentences *Bruce
be BIN running and *Bruce BIN be running are ungrammatical. One suggestionis that
the two markers cannot occur fogether because there is oply one available place in the
sentence for a be or BIN marker, and it is taken by one or the other {(be or BIN), not
both together. Remember that be indicates habitaality and BIN situates something in
the remote past. If they could occur at the same time, then we would expect to get
the remote past habitnal meaning, But remember from the discussion of BINgaz, that
we do get this meaping with just BIN, so we do not need *he BIN/BIN be oocwTing
together to get the remote past habitual. Also, see Green (1998b) for further details
anda possible explapation for why be and BIN do not combine to yield a marker with

compositional meaning.
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Additional characteristics of aspectual markers

Referring once again to the paradigms in (28-39), we find some other impertant char-
acteristics of aspectual markers. One characteristic is that aspectual markers are not
inflected for person and number, so, for example, aspectual be is used to indicate habit-
ual meaning when the subject is first, second or third person singulac/plural (e.g., she
be, they be), This is a point of difference between aspectual be and the anxiliary/copula
be in AAE. In the case of the auxiliary/copula be some forms are infiected, so for
example, the forms I'm and is are used. Aspectual be, on: the other hand, is invariant
with respect to infiection for person and number; the form is &lways be.

The aspectual paradigms also show that certain auxiliaries occur with aspectual
tmarkers in the contexts of emphatic marking and negation. For example, the auxiliary
do ocours with aspectual be and habitual resultant state be don in emphatic affirmation
and negative environments (37). Likewise the auxiliary have may vecur with BIN (29)
and dsn (32) in emphatic affirmation environments, and ain’t and haven’t occur with
these markers in-negative environments. (As noted in the mﬁ&wmﬂum_ the judgment
about the occurrence of have with den is somewhat questionable.) Auxiliaries also
occur with aspectual markers in some questions, as shown below:

a. Do they be running? (They be running?}
*Be they running?
b. Have they BIN running? (They BIN running?)
*BIN they running
¢. Do they be dan ran? (They be don ran?) (habitual resultant state)
*Be don they ran?
*Be they den ran?
d. Will they be don finished that by then? (They’abe dan finished that by then?} (fufure
resultant state) R
“Will they have finished that by then?’
*Be den they finished that by then?
*Be theéy don finished that by then?

The sentences in (71} show that auxiliaries but not aspectual markers cun occur at the
beginaing of the sentence in questions. The sentences in which the aspectual marker
-appears in inverted order with respect 1o the subject are ungrammatical, thus they
are flagged with **’. As shown in parentheses following the questions formed with
auxiliaries, the questions are acceptable without auxiliaries if the aspectual marker
occurs in the position following the subject and intonation is used to signal the
question. .

This same pattern of auxiliary use oceurs in tag questions with aspectual markers;
an auxiliary must be copied at the end of the sentence in the fag. (You may want to
review the discussion of tag formation in the section on auxiliaries.):

Your phone bill be high, don’t it? (BT, 80s). )
*Your phone bill be high, ben’t it?

Gg

s

(74)

{13

(76)
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The auxiliazy don’s is used in the tag because do oceurs with the aspectual marker
be in the declarative, Be cannot host At {or »’t cannot etiach to be), so the sen-
tence with ben’t is ungrammatical. The auxiliaries gin'tthaven’t ocour with BIN in tag
questions: -

They BIN left, ain’t/haven’t they?
*They BIN left, BIN’t they? -

Auxiliaries are also used to support aspectual markers in verb phrase-ellipsis.

(It would be a good jdea io review verb phrase-ellipsis in the section on anxiliaries):

a. Bruce be running, and Sue do, tco.
*Bruce be running, and Sue be, too.

b. Bruce BIN rupning, and 3ue have, t00.
*Bruce BIN running, and Sie BIN, too.

R -
Consider an example from natural speech:

A: T tell *em how preity they lock.
B: Do they be pretty?

A: Sometime they do, and sometime they don’t. I just tell "em ALL they pretty.
(Bf, 60s} .

As we see in (74) and (75), the auxiliary do can substituie for deleted material, but
aspectual ke cannot. Do is the auxiliary that supports aspectual be in questions, negative
constructions and emphatic constructions, Auxiliaries are used along with aspectual
markers when they are needed in some environment in which an aspectual marker
cannot occur. ’

Further examples of auxiliary support are given in {76). The auxiliary dp ocours
in the environments of ﬂmmmm%m {76z, b), negation (76c, d) and emphatic affirmation
(76e, £), The sentence in G.mm.w expresses emphasis and negation, and the auxiliary do
oecurs in those environments, The marker dar receives the same type of support from
agin’t and have (76h, ).

a. A: You at work?
B: Where else do you be at eight in the morning? (Bm, 308)
“Usually, where else are you at eight in the morning?’
b, One day I be up and the next day I be down. Do you be like thai? (atteSted)
‘One m.@ T am up and the next day [ am down. Are you like that sometimes?’
¢. 1really don’t be feeling too good. (Bf, 508}
“(Jsually, I really don’t feel too well’
d. He doesn't even allow woimen (o wear pants at women’s retreats and he doesn’t
even be there. (Bf, 40s) .
“He doesn’t allow women fo wear pants at women's retreats, and he isn’t usually
there’
e. 1 DO be all over the place. (Bm, 30s)
‘1 AM usually all over the place’
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f, At six, it DO be dark. (attested)
‘At 5i%, is it usually dark?

g. That’s all a mind game. That DO NOT be working. (Bf, 20s)
“That’s all 2 mind game. That does not usually work,

h. She den died, ain’t she? (atiested)
*She has died, hasn’t she?

i. When I HAVE den come; when | have den sung my last song, prayed my last -
prayer .. . meet me at the Jordan River. (Bm, 70s)
“When I have come, when I have sung my last song, prayed my last prayer . .. meet
me at the Jordan River’

Sentences such as the ones in (76) can provide valuable information about general
syntactic processes in AAF, but they can also provide insight into what speakers think
gbout language. The sentence in (76d) is ‘especially insightful. The speaker uses a
very salient property of AAF, aspectual be, to mark the habitual nature of being there

on different occasions; however, she uses the general American English agreement ©

paiters, doesn’t to agree with the singular subject he. I do not want to suggest that
general American English agreement patterns are not used in AAE, but the use of
doesn’t (as opposed to don’r) to support aspectual be is rare. 1 have not collected any
other such examples, and I do not recall seeing such examples in the literature. Overall
the speaker is very careful o use mm.noHE American English and probably would not
consider berself an AAE speaker,

Preverbal markers: finna, steady, come

Markers finna, steady and come have been identified in AAE, but they have not been
analyzed to the exfent that markers such as aspectual be, Temote past BIN and don
have been analyzed. Thers are some descriptions of them in the literature, which wilk
be cited in the summary of each preverbal marker. Also, note that lexical entries for
steady and come are given in chapter 1. .

] Finna

Finna (inctuding variants fixing, fixna and fitna) indicates that the event is imminent; it
will happen in the immediate future, It precedes non-finite verbs, which are not marked
for tense and agresment. Sentences in which this marker occurs are given below:

a. 1don’t know about you; but I'm finna leave.
T don’t know about you, but I'm geiting ready/about to leave’
b. Y’all finna eat? . )
‘Ate you gefting ready/about to eat?’
¢. She was finna move the mattress herself when I got there. .
..mrm was getting ready/about to move the matiress when I got there’
d. On-oh they pulling they codts off. That mean they fixna kil us or something,
(attested) .

Verbal markers in AAE

‘Ol-oh they are pulling their coats off. That means that they are aboui 1o kill us or
something’

2. They finna do something. (Bm, 40s)
“They’re about to do something’
(Literally: The professional ice skaiers are petting ready to maks a complicated
move,) '

First note that the verbs following finna are a1l in their bare (non-finjte) forms. For
example, move (77¢) has no tense or agreement marking. This means that the form
would never be moves or moved as in *She was finna moves the maitress fierself. The
word in the position preceding finna s glossed with some form of the anxitiary be, The
anxiliary form of be cecurs on the susface in the sentences in (77a) as the contracted
form 'm and in (77¢) as the mmmﬂ form was, but it does not cccur on the surface in the
sentence in (77b). These enviroluments (with first person singular [77a] and past [770])
are obligatory for auxiliary be in AAF, so it has to appear on the surface. (See the
discussion on auxiliaries présented earlier in this chapier.) Aspectual be can also 0CCLL
in this position preceding finna (78):

They be finna go to bed when I call there.
“They are usually getting ready/about to go to bed when 1 call there’

1n other varieties of Bnglish, the marker is yealized as fixing fo-(see Bailey, ‘Wikie,
Tillery and Sand 1991}, s0 it appears that a major difference between the two variants is
pronunciation. Rickford and Rickford (2000) include this marker under the umbrelia of
innovative features of AAE. In addiiion, they listit as one of the preverbal markers used
to encode tense-aspect distinctions. DeBose and Faraclas (1993) refer to finna (which
they represent as finid) as a type of modal marker used to make a weak assertion. The
term they use is irrealis markes. ’

Steady

The maiker steady (which may also be pronounced as ‘study”) precedes a verb form in
the progressive (verb-+-ing, &.8-, steady talking, where the verb talk takes -ing). Steady
is used to convey the meaning that an activity is carried out in an m:n:mm or consistent
manner, Baugh (1984) defines the marker as “a predicate adverb’ that “indicates that
the activity of the corresponding progressive verb s conducted in an intense, consistent,
and contintous manner” {pp. 3, 5). Because it indicates that an activity is carried outin
an intense and consistent manner, jtmust precede a verb that names an activity. As such,
steady does not usually precede verbs that name states such as iave, own and krow. This
means that a sentence such as *They steady having money is ungrammatical because
heve Dames 2 state, which cannot be carried out in an intense and continuous mannex.
States are uninterrupted; they simply hold, The source of the ungrammaticality is the
mmim:mn or meaning clash between steady, which functions as a marker that indicates
the manner in which an activity is carried out, and the state named by fave, which does
not provide the kind of event or activity that steady requires. .;m.mnn.nounm.wm anormalous
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because on the one hand, it refers to a constant state, bat on the other it describes the
state s occurring in a certain manner. This is a contradiction. But the sentence They
steady getting money is good because getting refers to the type of activity required by
steady.

Some sentences in which steady occurs are given below: ! -

a. They want to do they own thing, and you steady talking to them. (attested)
“They-want to do their own thing, and you're continuing o talk to them’

b. People be on them jobs for thirty years just steady working. (attested)
‘Peaple usually stay on those jobs for thirty years, working consistently”

¢. Now that you got thé new life, Satan steady bothering you, (Bm, 40s)
‘Now that you have a new life, Satan is consistently bothering you’
(Literally: Now that you are a Christian, Satan is consistently trying to make you
sin.}

{Also, see zddilional examples in the lexical entry for steady in chapter 1.) As shown in
the sentence in (79), the steady V-ing sequence can occur in a predicate construction in
which & form of auxiliary be does not occur on the surface (L.e., ‘and you @ steady ...
where @ indicates that there is no overt auxiliary), Overt forms of be (e.g., f5, was) can
precede steady, as illustrated in its lexical entry in chapter 1: That politician isfvas
steady talking. The now familiar aspectual be can also occur in the position preceding
steady V-ing, as shown in the sentence in (80):

Them students be steady trying to make a buck.
“Those students are always working diligently to make money’

Tn such environments, steady has the function that has just been described, while
dspectual be indicates habiuel meaning; in séntences such as (80}, be, not steady,

" contributes the habitual meaning. |

Aspectual be can even combine with krow (or any verb that expresses a state), but
steady cannot. For this reason, the sentence Those brothers be knowing how to fix cars is
grammatical, The verb krow indicates a state, but it can occur with aspectual be, which
forces a habitual reading on the state verbs that otherwise do not express this type of
event reading. It expresses a meaning in which on particular eccasions, the brothers do
something to show that they know how to fix cars, That is, their knowledge of fixing cars
is manifested on different occasions by their acts of fixing cars, Because they fix cars
on different occasions, we can say that they ke knowing hiow fe fix cars. The sentence
does not mean that they know how-to fix cars on one cceasion and then they forget
how 1o fix thern on cthers. The state of their knowing how to fix cars does not change;
they always know how ta fix cars. The point is that they fix cars on different occasions,
which shows that those brothers have skills in the mechanics of cars, The sentence
*Those brothers steady knowing how to fix cars is not acceptable in AAE because
steady cannot oceur with a verb that expresses a state. Sready modifies an activity, and
when it occurs with a state, the state is characterized as occurring in an intense and
consistent manner. The result js a semantic clash because states cannct oceur in an
intense and consistent manner; E‘mw simply held or remain constant. As noted, have

(8%}

expresses a state, so sieady having as in *They steady having money is ungrammatical;
however, be steady having as in They be steady having money is grammatical. The
latter sentence is grammatical because aspectual be forces have to take on an activity
reading, and, as a result, steady is no longer occurring with a state. One way to put this
is to say that aspectual be fixes ave, gives it a reading that is compatibie with the type
of activity that steady can take.

The general properties of aspectual be and steady and compatibility with slates are
summagized in the chart below:

Properties of be and steady ,
Compatibility with states

Marker Meaning
be indicates activity/state recurs compatible with states
} (in that it forces
states to take on an
activity reading)
steady indicates activity carried out in incompatible with states

(in that it describes action
associated with activities
or events)

intense/continuous manner

Come

Some lexical items in AAR are déscribed as indicating or reflecting attitude, namely
indignation, expressed on the part of the speaker. Whether such attitudes are always
directly related to particular lexical items is an interesting issue, and research on this
tepic should be pursued.® However, it is clear that a major function of the marker come

" is to mark speaker indignation, Spears (1982, p. 830 refers to come as a semi-auxiliary

that expresses speaker indignation. Some sentences in which this property of come is
expressed are given below:

2. You the one come telling me it’s hot. I can’s believe you got your coat on. (Bm, 30s)
“You’re the one who had the nerve to tell me that it’s hot.I can’t believe you've got
your coat on” : .

b. They coie walking in here like they was gon’ make us change our minds.

“They walked in here as if they were going to do or say something to make us change
our minds’

¢. Don’t come acting like you don’t know what happened and you started the whole
thing.

‘Don’t try to act as if you don’t know what happened, because you started the whole
thing’

(Also, see additional examples in the lexical entry for come in chapter 1.} The viewpoint

in sentences such as those above is that of the speaker, who actually sees the addressee

as entering the conversation (or scene) in a manner of which the speaker does not
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approve. Note that in (81a), the speaker, in hindsight, disapproves of the addressee first
saying i was hot and then acting differently. In all of the examples, come precedes
verbs ending in -ing: come telling, come walking and come acting. In this way, the
marker differs from the main verb come.?* This is undoubtedly one of the reasons that
Spears {1982) refers to it as a semi-auxiliary.

Summary

This chapter has presented basic verbal paradigms in AAF, pointing out general patierns
in the verb forms. Throughout the discussion, the ways in which the verbal paradigms
in AAE differ from those in general American English were hightighted. Some of the
differences are related to person/number agreement and past and present perfect forms.
Many of the major differences that were outlined are those in the aspectual paradigms.
AAE uses markers be, BIN and don to indicate specific meaning. These markers occur
in well-defined environments, and they have unique stress patterns. Aspectual markers
differ from auxiliaries, as shown in processes such as emphatic affirmation, negation,
yes-no question formation and tag question formation, This chapter gives a descrip-
tion of subtle meaning and use of patterns which provide evidence that the syntactic
system of these verbal markers is rule governed. The description of these markers
may also be useful in developing lessons for speakers in standard English proficiency
progranis in that it provides numercus examples and explains how the AAE patterns
differ systematicalty from those in general American English. .

The marker be in. AAE was compared to be n Hiberno English and be in the

- Carolinas, while AAE don was compared to done in Alabama white English and

don in Guyanese Creole. While there are similarities, tfiere are also differences, For
example, done in the Alabama variety is less restricted than dox in AAF, as the former

cccurs in a broader range of environments than don in AAE. -

The markers finna, steady and come were atso addressed in this section. They occur
with verbs in specific forms: finna cccurs with verbs in the bare form, and steady and
eome oceur with verbs ending in -ing. In addition, as has been shown, il is important
to make the state/activity distinction because the marker sfeady must combine with a
verb that can be onderstood as indicating some activity.

Exercises
Explain the similarities ang differences between the following pairs of sentences:

(a) They eating./They be eating.

(b} They tall./They be tall.

(c) They don ate./They BIN ate.

(d) They BIN ate./They BIN don ate.

In the introduction to this chapter, I noted that in a magazine article Jolnny be good was
inaccurately glossed as ‘Johmmy is a good person.’ What is the accurate gloss for the sen-
tence?
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The example in (76) is used {o illustrate do and be in ellipsis constructions. What other
salient properiy of AAL is refiected in A’s response to B’s question?

Consider the following sentence:

We been here for a long time. )
Based on the discussion of been and BIN, tell whether the beerin she sentence can be stressed

BIN or whether it is the same been that occurs in other varieties of English (e.g., We've
been here for @ long time). Explain your answer by addressing the types of requirements
that must be met in BIN constructions.

In the discussion of BIN, it was noted that: there are three types of BIN constructions. They
are labeled BINspar, BiNaas and BINcow, due to the type of readings we get when BIN
is used with different predicates (&.g., verbs, adjectives, nouns), The following sentence
should have two meanings: :

ﬁ%ﬂﬁ%@wmﬂ”ﬂaﬂﬂn difference in readings is reldted to the way we undersiand the
length of time they have been playing soccer.)



